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1 y, from a Cacoethes ſeribendi librorum marginibus) in the utmoſt 


deſireable, moſt devoutly to be * d-for falling off, and Ab- 
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(GENTLEMEN, TEE VVV n 


\UR Society which hath Ates ſubſilted a long ſeries of 
years — And, (except the Duſt I once raiſed improvident- 


unity and concord — having yet very lately, like moſt other, 
Communities ſometimes, ſuffered a ſevere Convulſion —it was 
thought expedient at our laſt Meeting, to call together all 1 its 
Members this Day, to conſider of ways and means for its fur- 
ther more durable and creditable ſupport, and continuance — - 
by abridging, altering, and adding ſuch rules and 9 =O 
as the majority of us ſhall judge to be neceſſary. 4 LT 
And, becauſe I have been chiefly (I muſt acknowledge) in- — 
ſtrumental in occaſioning an uncommon Defection — [a moſt 


dication ! 


"Ty 


A 5 by a publication perhaps of mine, in the Cambridge 

Paper — I am further bold to declare, that I am not greatly 
ſorry for it; That, if I am not very much miſtaken, Whatever 
motion I have made Here, fince the precipitate admiſſion of 
the B. of L— (without Ballot) was for the honour and glory 
of our noble ſelyes; —to the prejudice of no one Individual 
nor againſt any recorded Rule, enrolled in our Archives. 

Should theſe however, be found defective— ſhould it, upon 

a review of them, be found neceſſary to alter any of them, to 
change them, or to add unto them — I ſhall not withdraw, or 
withhold my ready aſſent — but would wifh them to be firſt 
read aloud, and conſidered before we reject them, change them, 
-or add unto them, 

That, which directeth a ballotting for Books, I have indeed, 
an Objection to, for this very good (I think) and juſtifiable 
. reaſon — That, a Negative may be put to any, for no other 
account, than that ſuch an One propoſed it; — And therefore, 
let all ballotting herein be laid afide! that an open reaſon may 

r e Why any Book 1 is proper, or improper to be . 


l Eigere þ liceat, Beeatgue refigere Ligeel) 


To that alſo, I have my Objection, which reſembles us to 
the Robin Hood Society in London — which hammers down 
every Oration in five minutes; — and to the intended one of 
Limitation, by ſometimes ſhutting aur Door, and tying up the 
Knocker: — But would wiſh to continue that, which directs 
New Members to be ballotted for; becauſe, if I like not the 
Perſon, there is no occaſion I ſhould make him my Enemy b 4 : 

declaring openly, that I am not his Friend, ar do not choo 

to make him more than my bottle companion. 

And, whereas we are a Society, or would be thought One, 
of ſome Thirſt after Knowledge - — if we are no publiſher s our- 
ſelves 


Ts The 


ſelves — why ſhould We circumſcribe the means of alan: it 
in thoſe deeper waters of Literature, which a five-ſhilling 
plummet cannot fathom? ? ; | 


A little A NG is a 3 d 

Drink deep, or taſte not the Pierian "i 
Whoſe ſhallow Draughts intoxicate the om, 1 
 Whilft drinting largely, ſobers us again. Porr. 


Itis therefore 1 with, inſtead of five ſhillings, we n 
Guinea, which would enable us to furniſh Books, worth pre- 

| ſerving; which might be kept as a ſtanding Library for our- 
ſelves, and our Succeſſors of the reading Gener ation, that ſhall 
come after us, into this Society: 


15 4 : Sener ſerit arbores alteri bea, profuura} rope tl 


© Whereas at. preſent, we have moſtly fugitive Pietes RR no 
uſe, no utility, no benefit at all to poſterity: too much like 
the Sybil's Leaves, that are ſcattered and diſperſed Here and 
There, occaſionally, and the greater number of them very de- 
ſervedly remembered no more. | 

Whereas too, I would wiſh to ſee this Society upon the moſt 
reſpectable Footing, (as has been already hinted, and declared 
among us) I hope there will be no Objection to our electing a 
Preſident, with a Vice-Preſident, to direct and manage the bu- 
ſineſs that ſhall curſorily ariſe—and a Treaſurer, (I would add) 
who may receive our Subſcriptions, and anſwer all ſuch 
Draughts upon Him from them, or either of them, as may be 
neceſſary for a quarterly diſcharge, at leaſt, of our Bookſeller's 
Demands; giving moreover an annual, or ſhorter account to 
the Board, of the State of his Finances — 


Wippe 
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re. 
vitiis naſcitur. 


And there are many Dawkſes — many 


V lee privikege, They wofth find i _— 
„„ I, that They go unpuniſh'd to the Devil. Ro is 


e cum gemitu fugit indi, rnata fub umbras!] FD 


| Theſe, Gentlemen, are the general motives for Al 
has heard, and have been thinking of ; and would beg leave 
to offer to your better Conſideration: not doubting, but ever 
One of you ſee occaſion for Amendment in our ur preſent totter- 
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